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How to Be A
Good Roommate
Living with other people is all about respect. Your first semester at college can be difficult, but one thing you can
do to change that is be a good roommate. This doesn’t
mean you have to do all the dishes or be everyone’s
best friend. It just means you need to know yourself and
understand how you can contribute to this new community that is your dorm.
Here are the three C’s of becoming a good roommate.
1. Communication
This is one of the most important aspects of dorm life. If
you don’t communicate well with your other roommates,
it will create a lot of problems. Let each other know what
temperature you like the dorm, whose cereal goes where
and who needs to buy paper towels this month. These
little things that you talk out will allow your living environment to be a much more positive place to be.
2. Compromise
Living with others brings a lot of challenges and problems that you won’t always win, so you have to compromise. Your voice and opinions definitely need to be
heard, but you also have to be aware of what others
want. Compromising can be a hard pill to swallow, but it
will bring peace and friendship to your dorm. Try to find
common ground with your roommates and build off of
that.
3. Compassion
Everyone is going to have a bad day at college at some
point in the semester. Your roommates may sometimes
just need a friend or someone to listen to them. It can be
hard to be kind to someone that you have just moved in
with, but it will show you care and are willing to be there.
Even if you may not be friends, you still live together and
are a team. If you are kind to your roommates, hopefully
they will be kind to you, too.

@shelbsterblack
shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Roommate Chores
Figuring out what roommate has to clean what can be a
chore in itself. Some people won’t do certain things and
others just don’t like cleaning. A way to solve these issues is to sit down, have a discussion and come up with
a chore chart. It may seem like something for little kids,
but it still works in a college environment.
Here’s a example of what you can do to keep your
dorm spic and span

@shelbsterblack
shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu

39

Apartment Life Hacks
College can be an exciting time for newly-graduated
high school students to spread their wings. Here are
some apartment/dorm room life hacks to make your
living space just a little bit more functional.
Storage
Making the move from plenty of storage space living at
home, to a tiny apartment can be tough.
Totes are a lifesaver when it comes to packing things
efficiently, but also make for great storage savers for
keepsake items that can be left at home out of the way.
Totes make packing up at the end of the school year a
breeze, compared to wimpy cardboard boxes.
Storage crates are cute and functional for whatever
needs you may have. They can be used to store important paperwork and past semesters of work that need
to be saved for portfolios, as well as books, memory
keepsakes and tax forms. They help keep living spaces
much more organized and clean.
Packing
A time-saving trick that will make unpacking your closet
a breeze is to pack dresses and closet items with hangers still intact. When the time comes to move, throw a
clean, plastic garbage bag over the items and hang them
up for the car ride. Moving made simple.
Decorating
Looking for a way to decorate without breaking the
bank? Invest in cork boards, thumb tacks and a string
of lights. The landlords will thank you for not putting too
many holes in the walls, while still allowing you to have a
functional, homely-feeling space.
Study Space
Utilize empty mason jars for use in study spaces, especially for small, easy to lose items. They are perfect for
keeping track of loose pens, pencils, highlighters and
markers, and are highly accessible right when they are
needed most.
These are just a few of the many things you can do to
make your living space less cramped and overwhelming.
kortni.marie.wells@aggiemail.usu.edu
@kortniwells
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Your RA is Your Friend
A Resident Assistant’s job is to make sure all their residents are living in a safe and fun community. They will
help you when you get locked out, need to fix something
or have any type of problem. They also want to be your
friend. RA’s are usually returning college students. This
means they will be able to answer any questions you
may have while navigating the first few semesters of
college. It is a good idea to use them as a resource
because they usually have pretty good advice. RA’s also
work hard to provide your living community with lots of
activities. They hold these events to promote unity and a
safe space for all their residents. Make sure you attend
these activities because they can be a good place to
make friends and get to know your RA. Your RA genuinely does care about you and wants to help you totally
win at your first year of college.

Apartment
Warning Signs
One of the biggest warning signs in an apartment can be
the kitchen. Not only will the kitchen allude to what your
future roommates are like, but will highlight how sanitary
an apartment is.
Most college housing is cheaply made and will most
likely have a dingy kitchen, but if appliances smell or
seem broken it might be a sign to stay away. Usually
apartment complexes notify residents of upcoming tours,
so if you walk in and the kitchen is piled high with dishes
and garbage, it usually indicates pretty messy and unsanitary roommates.
Another thing to notice is the temperature within the
apartment. While some roommates might like it a bit
hotter or colder than you, if it feels like it’s 90 degrees in
the middle of the summer, the HVAC system is broken
and will lead to miserable summers and winters.
If being on your phone and laptop is important to you,
make sure to check out the Wi-Fi system and ask your
neighbors how they feel about it. Not being able to watch
Netflix or do homework at home is no fun.
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How to Do Laundry
Now that you are living on your own and running out of
socks to wear, it is time to do some laundry. It is also
helpful to do larger loads. It will save you lots of time. If
you live close to school it is also never a bad idea to take
your laundry home and do it. Depending on where you
live you will either have access to free laundry or use
a coin-operated machine. Check with your building to
figure out which one is available to use. There are some
basic things to know before you wash your clothes.
Darks- Wash on cold so colors don’t bleed
Whites- Wash on warm to disinfect
Reds- Wash on cold
@shelbsterblack
shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Housing Checklist
There are a lot of questions to ask when looking
at a new place.
Is there laundry on-site?
Is it coin-operated or
free?
How much are utilities
on average?
What is the Internet/Wifi
like? How and with who
is that set up?
How are the neighbors?
What is the community
like?
What does the kitchen
look like?
What furniture is provided by the property
owners?
How many people live
here? Who is staying
and who is going?
Ask the people who live
there what they like/dislike about living there.

Is there air conditioning
and heat?
What does the bathroom
look like? How many
people share it?
How far is it from campus?
What is the best way to
get to campus?
How is rent paid? Is it
upfront or month-bymonth?
How much is the security deposit?
Are there cleaning
checks? If so, how
often?
Do you have to pay all
of May and August’s
rent even if you are only
there for 1 week in each
month?

Is there parking? Is a
parking pass needed
and does it cost to obtain one?

When are the move-in
and move-out dates?

What do the bedrooms
look like? Do you share
a closet/dresser?

Does the apartment
sponsor activities?

Are pets allowed?

Are there any damages?
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What to bring to College
Pinterest has a million checklists of what to bring and
what not to bring to college. Here’s a simplified list to
help ease the preparation burdens. Some of these are
merely suggestions determined by unfurnished and
furnished apartments, etc.
Bedding
Several sets of sheets
Comforters
Throw blankets
Pillows
Bathroom/Laundry
Toilet Paper
Shower Curtain
Toiletries
Bathroom towels and
washcloths
Laundry Basket
Detergent
Makeup
Cleaning supplies
Bathroom rug
Bedroom
Bed frame
Headboard
Mattress
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Bedskirt
Desk/desk chair
Whiteboard and
markers
Wall Calendar
Dresser
Shelving space
Decorations/pictures
Pictures
Storage crates
Shoeboxes for storage
Hangers
Small desk lamp
Hanging mirror
School
Textbook list
Laptop
Backpack
Notebooks
Binders
Planner

Desk Calendar
Writing utensils
Envelopes
Stamps
Chewing gum
Additional class materials

Kitchen utensils
Knives
Water bottles
Additional appliances if
you have them
Food storage

Kitchen
Silverware
Mixing bowls
Cups/glasses
Mixer
Clothing
If you have the choice, leave some of your clothing at
home or switch out clothes depending on the season.
Don’t try to bring your whole wardrobe, unless you
think you have room for it.
Go through your clothes before you pack them all up
and before you move. There are a lot of things you probably meant to get rid of forever ago, but just haven’t yet.
You might be anxious to let everyone know where
you graduated high school from with all of your high
school insignia-inscribed clothing, but chances are you
will get so caught up in wearing your college clothing
that the high school clothes will be but a blast from the
past. If you’re still interested in preserving those special
memories, have a quilt made out of them or make one
yourself. Your memories will continue to be preserved
and you’ll have a brand new quilt to snuggle underneath.

Personality Forms
Usually when moving into student housing, you can
expect the leasing office to send out personality forms
for each tenant to fill out. Do them. Landlords want their
tenants to be happy and usually try to match people
with similar personalities. You might not wind up with
your perfect match, but you and your roommates will
have similar interests, making it a lot easier to form
friendships.
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Bus Routes Like A Pro
There are two bus systems available to you: Cache Valley Transit District buses and Aggie Shuttles.
The Aggie Shuttles go around campus. If you live on
campus, chances are you won’t be on the buses for too
long, as each trip will take no more than 10 minutes and
you’ll probably only need to get on one bus to get from
your dorm to your destination.
Depending on which one you need to take, buses
tend to be at a designated stop each 5 to 15 minutes. In
peak times, some routes such as campus loop may have
up to three buses running the circuit, shortening wait
times even more.
The shuttle will stop at every designated stop, unlike
CVTD buses which will stop when you pull a yellow cord.
Keep in mind that while all bus routes start their
shifts at 7 a.m., some are only available until a set time.
Furthermore, Aggie shuttles are only available Monday
through Friday. To get a clearer view of which bus to
take, visit www.aggiebus.com/schedule.pdf to see a
detailed map and times of all the routes available. You
can also use the app called USU Bus on both Android
and iOS to see the routes and a live view of each pickup
location.
If living off-campus, here’s a few more things to
consider:
When looking for a place to live, make sure there’s a
bus stop close by. You can use the CVTD website available at cvtd.org to keep track of every route that serves
your area as well as your most convenient stop. Once
you’ve done that, you can look at their time schedule to
figure out what time you’ll need to wait for the bus. Be at
the stop at least five minutes before the scheduled time
so you don’t miss the bus.
CVTD buses are usually available every thirty minutes
at any designated stop, so once you get the hang of it
you won’t need to look at the website.
Each bus also displays the number of the route assigned as well as its destination. If you’re unsure where
the bus goes, feel free to ask the helpful driver. Also, if
you take the wrong bus, they will always return to the
Transit Center located at 150 E 500 N.
Chances are you don’t live near the most direct bus
routes that take you straight to campus (routes 1,2,4),
so you may have to take two buses to get there. In that
case, just make sure the final bus destination is the
Transit Center, and from there just take bus one.
Keep in mind that the city bus will only stop if you pull
the yellow cord around the perimeter of the bus or if
someone is waiting at a stop to get on the bus.
There’s also the option to download an app which lets
you see the live locations of each bus. You can get these
apps directly from cvtd.org.
Happy commuting!
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